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IX. PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 

McPherson County has adopted this Comprehensive Plan to provide a framework for specific 
future land-use and growth management policies and recommendations. It is designed to be 
a dynamic and flexible process to accommodate the changing needs of a growing rural and 
urban population, yet steady enough to allow for reasonable long-term investment strategies 
by both public and private sectors. 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

The following goals and guiding policies should provide direction to McPherson County's 
decision-making process on an ongoing basis. These Objectives and Policy Guidelines, 
together with the current Zoning Map, Major Street Plan forms the Comprehensive Plan for 
McPherson County. The McPherson County Future Land Use Map includes the following 
planned areas as described in the Planning Policy Framework: 

1. Transition Area 
2. Rural Area 

Within each area, specific future land uses are identified to be followed as a part of the 
implementation process of McPherson County. The "Future Land Use Map" is on Map 7 
(page 14). 

TRANSITION AREA GUIDELINES 

The area of urban development consists of lands along the urban fringe where new 
development will occur through the year 2020 and the area where there is greatest potential 
for rural and urban conflicts. This area is designated on the Future Land Use Map as 
"Transition Area". Development is expected to occur in this area during planning period. The 
intent is to maintain clearly defined urban areas within the county. The following are policy 
guidelines through which the Cities of Eureka, Leola, Wetonka, Long Lake, Hillsview and 
McPherson County can promote orderly and attractive growth of their future urban area. 

GOAL: Allow municipalities to plan for expansion within a clearly defined urban area. 

GUIDING POLICIES 

1. Each community and McPherson County will decide land use issues within a mutually 
acceptable area as enforced by a joint jurisdictional zoning ordinance: 

2. Encourage annexation and municipal utility extensions of all new development. 
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RURAL AREA POLICY GUIDELINES 

The area designated on the Future Land Use Map as "Rural Area" has and is projected to 
continue as an agriculturally dominated area. Both city residents and the farming community 
have a fundamental interest in preventing scattered and haphazard development patterns in 
this area. The limitation of future urban and rural conflicts is important to all citizens quality of 
life. Conflicts to be mitigated include increased noise, traffic, flooding and erosion from storm 
drainage, road maintenance concerns, odors, and groundwater pollution from septic systems. 

The future land use plan encourages the majority of commercial and industrial development 
to locate within cities . However, it is recognized that convenience goods and services as well 
as some industrial uses could be appropriately sited within the rural area. These locations 
include existing service areas where some reasonable expansion is appropriate and at major 
highway intersections. 

GUIDING POLICIES: 

1. Maintain a residential density of not more than one building site per 20 acres. In 
addition, every effort should be made to cluster the residential uses and preserve 
the remaining area to agricultural activities and open space. 

2. Allow higher density residential (1-acre) development if the following standards are 
complied with : 

a). Septic tank installation 
b). Private road agreements 
c). Rural water system agreements 
d). Low public road impacts (located adjacent to paved roads) 
e). No adverse environmental impacts 
f). No impacts to farming community (i.e . location to animal confinements) 

g). Agreements to right-to-farm of all residents 

3. Limit commercial and industrial development in the rural area. Allow the siting of 
agri-business activities at appropriate locations in rural area. 

4. Limit construction on sites, which are environmentally unsuited for buildings or 
septic systems through the 20 acres rule, limiting residential re-zonings, or 
providing a sewage treatment system. 

5. Require that all septic tank installers shoVi,'. proof of licensure and certification 
through the State of South Dakota to ensure proper installation of on-site septic 
tanks. 

6. Provide public services and facilities at a level sufficient to meet the needs of a low­
density agricultural population only. 
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7. Maintain an addressing system to create consistency for safety and convenience of 
businesses, visitors , and local citizens. 

8. Locate commercial uses for major highway interchanges. Such uses should be 
developed in a nodal pattern and geared to the support of highway users. 

9. Discourage strip development along transportation arteries, particularly those that 
serve as gateways to the cities and major activity centers. 

10. Promote development patterns, which maintain the safety and carrying capacity of 
major roads. Discourage strip development patterns. 

11. Preserve the environmental quality of the county with respect to economic 
development. 

PLANNING STRATEGY 

McPherson County has committed to shape the future of the community to enhance 
economic development and maintain a high quality of life for all citizens of the community. 
The following goals, objective, and policies will guide the county commission and are the 
basis for regulations contained within McPherson County's zoning and subdivision 
ordinances. 

Goal 1 Ensure the Health and Safety of Citizens 

Objective 1 - Separate structures for health and safety 

Policy 1 - All setbacks will be beyond requirements for fire code. 

Policy 2 - Ensure buildings and structures do not encroach on residential 
building air space 

Policy 3 - Create major setbacks from animal confinement operations to 
mitigate smell concerns 

Policy 4 - Allow adjustments to setbacks for additions to existing non­
conforming structures that do not encroach closer to the lot line than 
the existing building. 

Objective 2 - Design lots and blocks to emphasize cost efficiency and community 
values 

Policy 1 - Review the lot and block designs based upon subdivision design 
standards 
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Objective 3 - All streets need adequate visibility at intersections and driveways 

Policy 1 - Ensure adequate visibility at intersections by ensuring structures and 
fences not obstruct the view of intersecting traffic 

Policy 2 - Provide a 150-foot setback for shelterbelts 

Objective 4 - Design local streets to emphasize land access and safe 

Policy 1 - All non-section line roads will be managed by a private road 
association. 

Objective 5 - Design major streets to emphasize mobility and safe 

Policy 1 - Preserve adequate right-or-way for future arterial traffic routes and 
collectors. 

Policy 2 - Grind up less traveled roads and make them into gravel roads, to 
save money for the community. 

Goal 2 Protect Natural Resources 

Objective 1 - Retain runoff with Open natural drainage systems 

Policy 1 - Any development should be platted to incorporate as much natural 
drainage as possible. 

Objective 2 - Create greenways and linear open spaces within flood lain areas 

Policy 1 - Do not allow residential, commercial, industrial or animal 
confinements within floodplain areas 

Objective 3 -Design around significant wetlands 

Policy 1 - Encourage development to utilize and maintain wetlands as a part of 
the natural drainage basin. 

Objective 1 - Do not allow development on steep slopes 

Policy 1 - All subdivision review should require developments to locate off steep 
slope areas and minimize stripping of vegetation for erosion control. 

Objective 5- Limit development in areas with poor soils and high water table 

Policy 1 -Limit development on soils with severe limitations for septic tanks 
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Goal 3. Enhance the Visual Quality of the County 

Objective 1 -Separate heavy industrial and residential uses 

Policy 1 -Do not allow industrial development near residential developments 

Policy 2 -Encourage siting of industrial uses in incorporated areas 

Objective 2 -Soften the look of all uses to enhance the community's image as an 
attractive place 

Policy 1 - Setbacks will provide reasonable separation for rural living in 
agricultural areas 

Agricultural: 150 feet 
Rural-Residential : 150 feet 
Lakefront: 50 feet from Highway watermark 

150 feet along section lines 
50 feet from other roads 
7 feet on each side yard 

Highway Commercial: 150 feet and 25 feet side yard 
Industrial: Front➔ 25 feet 

Rear➔ 20 feet 
Sides➔ 20 feet 

Wildlife/Recreation: 150 feet 

Objective 3 - Create a transition from commercial to residential areas 

Policy 1 - Add additional setback for separation 

Policy 2 - Encourage the siting of most commercial businesses in cities 
landscape 

Policy 1 - Allow manufactured homes to be placed in residential areas that are 
consistent with site-built homes 

Policy 2 - Allow manufactured homes to be placed only in parks that are single 
sections or do not resemble a site-built home. 

Policy 3 - Place off-site signs no less than 1,000 feet apart in non-commercial 
areas and limit residential on-site signs to 2 square feet in size. 

Policy 4 - Require the operation of animal confinements are consistent with 
state law and minimizes odor for operation and manure application. 
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Policy 5 - Require telecommunication towers to be separated from a residential 
area and spaced 1 /2 mile between towers. 

Policy 6 - Wind energy conversion systems should be placed away from other 
structures and utility lines. 

Policy 7 - Home occupations will be allowed as long as there is no substantial 
change in the residential nature of the home. 

Policy 8 - Mitigate the adverse impacts of rock, sand, and gravel operations by 
requiring a buffer area, berms, and limiting hours of operation. 
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